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Message from President Nancy Wang 
 

Greetings to all RECA members,  
 

     Summer -- long, hot and filled with the excitement of vacations, fun, an RECA 

performance here and there, and planning for the new activities that begin this September. 

     Children's Chinese Culture Camp went extremely well. Before camp, we thought we 

didn't have very many campers, but we had 20, a full house. Surprisingly, this was our first 

year without a majority of little girls. We had four little (5-7 years old) boys, but not one girl 

that young. What we did have, which turned out to be a very pleasant surprise, was a large 

number of big kids. We ended up with six junior counselor. Hot on their heels were half of 

the additional campers who are almost ready to be junior counselors.  For the staff, this was 

wonderful. With so many older kids vying to prove themselves worthy of the job,  they all 

pitched in with everything. They put up and took down folding tables, they watched the 

younger kids. They assisted in the classroom. They ran errands when some unexpected 

happenings occurred.  

     Ann Schleeter was of special help, coming every day to help with cooking preparations, 

watching the kids during recess, helping out with set up, clean up and everything else that 

presented itself.  

     Judy, Cathy, Carrie, Ann and I all want to thank everyone who came to camp, but most 

of all, I want to thank our junior counselor, Derek, Maddi, Greg, Kate, Dax and Daphne. We 

also want to thank Jennifer Townsend for assisting on the last few days and Justin Eggart 

who taught us Tai Chi every morning. 

     The 16th Annual MultiCultural Poetry Reading and Pot Luck Lunch will be held  at our 

Center on Saturday,  August 13. Come and enjoy friendship and poetry with poets from 

around the Bay Area. There is always good food and interesting discussions. Our Teen 

Cultural Dancers will do one dance.  

     On August 27, RECA will perform at China Camp Heritage Day at China Camp State 

Park in Marin County. Come for an historical afternoon of culture and entertainment. 

     We will start our new RECA year off with a bang. On September 10, we begin our new 

language classes. That evening, we will have a combined party for the Multi-Asian Pot Luck 

that we host this year and the 3rd Annual RECA Moon Festival Pot Luck Dinner.  Be sure to 

come and enjoy.      

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Autust 13: Noon-4:00 MultiCultural Poetry Reading and Pot Luck Lunch 

August 17: 7:00 p.m. RECA Board meeting, RECA Center. All members welcome 

August 27: China Camp State Park Heritage Day. RECA performs about 1:00 

September 10: 9:00 a.m. first day of classes for RECA Language School 

September 10:  6:00 to dark, MultiAsian Pot Luck and 3rd Annual RECA Moon Festival 

September 21: 7:00 p.m. RECA Board meeting, RECA Center. All members welcome 

October 19: 6:00 p.m. Chinese New Year Planning Committee, dinner served, all welcome 

October 19: 7:00 p.m. RECA Board meeting, RECA Center. All members welcome 

November 16: 6:00 p.m. Chinese New Year Planning Committee, dinner served, all welcome 

November 16: 7:00 RECA Board meeting, RECA Center. All members welcome 

November 27-December 1: World Congress of Poets. RECA is very involved. 
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RECA LANGUAGE SCHOOL 

     RECA Language School has been closed for the summer, 

but we just finished a 5 day session of Children's Chinese 

Culture Camp. Our week was magnificent, as usual. Please 

see pages 4, 5 and 6 to see what great fun we had.  

     Language classes will begin again on September 10. Please 

visit our website for registration forms. We need everyone to 

register right away so we know how many teachers to higher, 

books to buy and supplies to purchase. Classes are held each 

Saturday morning, 9:00-11:30, and will follow the school 

calendar for Santa Rosa City Schools. We hope to see you all 

there. We have classes for ages 5-105. If we do not have 

enough adults for a class, then we will not have a separate 

adult class. Our usual classes include Children's Beginning 

Mandarin, Kid's continuing Mandarin, Advanced Mandarin 

plus a class for teens and adults of all levels. If you are not 

sure which class you belong in, you may try different classes 

until you find the right one for you. New students are allowed 

two visits before deciding.  

 

RECA YOUTH GROUP 

     Summer is here and the Youth Group is on vacation. The 

Hickmans are in Costa Rica. Other members have been 

various places at various times. Some of our Youth Group 

members have helped out at Children's Chinese Culture 

Camp. 

     The Youth Group took June off then met on the 4th of July 

at Judy Cheung's house for their 3rd Annual Independence 

Day Party.  Each youth brought their family. We had younger 

brothers and sisters as young as 4 years old through 

grandparents.  We all had great fun in Judy's back yard. Each 

family was able to pick fresh vegetables from the garden and 

take them home. There was no meeting in August. 

 
Judy's garden grows more than she can eat. Miles and Carrie 

Johnston helped her out by picking some kale for the next 

night's dinner. They also selected  a large zucchini. Later, 

Charlie Johnston picked a cucumber. 

 

Youth Group continued 

 
Bob Hickman manned the BBQ. Ruth Hickman 

coordinated the buns, condiments, etc. Jose Garcia 

makes his selection of hamburgers or hot dogs.  

 
After dinner, we moved to the front yard, waited 

for dark, then watched the fireworks from Judy's 

lawn and sidewalk. 

     Our YG meets the first Friday of each month. 

Lion Dance practice is from 6:00 to 6:30. 

Refreshments and a topic of interest starts at 7:00.  

We are usually finished by 8:30.  For info please 

call the Hickman family 707-537-8820 

 

DRAGON DANCE FOR 

SANTA ROSA CITY EMPLYEES 

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION COUNCIL 

Photo by Aaron DeLaMontanya 

 
On July 28, our Youth Group and their families 

brought our medium sized dragon to a lunch for 

Santa Rosa employees to celebrate diversity and 

inclusion. We were quite a contrasting act to the 

introductory band of blue grass music. 
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Check your email for more events as they occur.  New Opportunities are always presenting 

themselves to RECA members. 

 

If you are not receiving RECA email announcements and you are a member of RECA, please 

send your name and email address to Mark Heydon at mheydon@sonic.net.  He will add your name 

to our email list.  

 

If you have photos or would like to write a story for our newsletter, please send your 

submissions to Judy Cheung at jhcheung@comcast.net. Please label your email to "RECA NL" so 

Judy will be sure to copy it to the correct file for printing. 

Upcoming Events 

 

Youth Group: Each first 

Friday, 6:00-8:30 at our Center. 

Call Ruth and Bob Hickman, 

707-537-8820. 

Adult Chorus: Each Tuesday, 

7:00-9:00 at our Center. Call 

David Chung, 707-340-6045. 

Tai Chi: Each Saturday 

morning, 8:30-10:00, Snoopy's 

Ice Arena. Call David Chung, 

707-340-6045. 

Dance Rehearsals:  usually on 

Sunday afternoons. For 

information and auditions, call 

Judy Elliott, 707-477-0329. 

 

August 13: Noon-4:00,  

   Multi-Cultural Poetry Reading 

     and Pot Luck Lunch. Everyone 

invited who enjoys poetry. 

Many guest poets will attend. 

Reading in English, Chinese, 

many other languages.  

August 27: China Camp 

Heritage Day performance in 

Marin County, 11:00-4:00. We 

usually perform about 1:00. 

September 10: 9:00-11:30, First 

day of fall classes for RECA 

language school. 

September 10:  6:00 to dusk,  

3rd Annual RECA Moon 

Festival combined with Multi-

Asian Pot Luck Dinner. 

Family friendly event. 

Everyone of all ages is invited. 

Fun for kids, enjoyment for 

elders, lots of food for 

everyone. 

September 17: Dancing Poetry 

Festival, San Francisco, RECA 

Intermediate and Teen dancers 

performing. 

November 27-December 1: 
World Congress of Poets, 

Rohnert Park. RECA performs 

Nov. 27 and Nov. 30. 
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RECA's CHILDREN'S CHINESE CULTURE CAMP, 2016 
     From language to lions and fried rice to green onion pancakes, RECA's Children's Chinese Culture Camp was fun!  For 

the first time, we had more older kids than younger kids. For the second time, we had more boys than girls. For the first 

time we had six junior councilors to help the staff. 

 
 

We had 5 lions and 2 

happy children plus  

drum, cymbals and gong 

players.  We practiced 

every day before 

preparing our lunch.  

We used all of RECA's 

practice lions. One 

camper commented, 

"Doing the lion is a lot 

harder than doing the 

dragon!"  Hard or not, 

they all did a great job. 

 

   
We started each morning with tai chi. Sometimes our families joined in.  ShiFu Justin Eggart was our Tai Chi teacher. 

 

   
Language classes were a lot more fun than in regular school.   Cathy Ringstad taught the beginning class. Carrie 

Johnston taught the advanced class.  All of the junior counselor helped.  

   
Cooking class was great fun. Every day we made our own lunch of delicious Chinese food. Monday we had fried rice, 

Tuesday chow mein, Wednesday won tons, Thursday pot stickers, Friday green onion pancakes. Yum! 
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Children's Chinese Culture Camp continued 

  
 

For the lion dance, we learned to get ready, salute the audience, jump over the lion's body, then do the Sleeping Lion. We 

walked around, played with the audience then posed for a photo op. Judy Cheung taught us to do all of these things to be 

performed Friday for our parents. Junior counselors played the drum, cymbals and gong. 
 

   

Every day we had a different craft project. Monday we personalized our own cups and used them for the rest of the week. 

Tuesday we decorated aprons to use during cooking. Thursday Maddi taught us origami. That was hard but fun. 
 

     
Wednesday afternoon we decorated kites with markers, then went out to fly them. Kites originally came from China.  We learned to 

catch the wind and run. Some kites went high. Others went higher. Daphne's eventually went to the end of her string and stayed up the 

longest. We all had a lot of fun. 
 

   
 

Every afternoon we practiced techniques of calligraphy. We used an art book by RECA member Lilly Kwan. Nancy taught us how to 

hold the brush (not like a pencil) and make beautiful paintings with India ink (which originally came from China.) By Friday, we each 

had a masterpiece on fine rice paper, mounted on dowels like a scroll, to take home and put on our walls.   
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Our last day of camp was the greatest! After eating lunch of green onion pancakes, chicken and stir fried veggies, our 

parents came and we put on a performance of what we have learned. First we did a tai chi exhibition, then we had guest 

martial artists from ShiFu Justin's Wu Academy perform. Then each student recited their introduction in Chinese. The 

beginning class, taught by Carrie Johnston, was led by Junior Counselor Daphne DeLaMontanya.   The advanced class, 

taught by Cathy Ringstad, each, in Chinese, told about their vacations and showed posters.  All of the campers received 

certificates of completion with photos of what they had done all week.  Parents were seated comfortably on the porch to 

take photos. We performed using the lawn as our stage. Our grand finale was the lion dance. We did the Sleeping Lion, 

then paraded around in our fine costumes. We had two Happy Children to keep the lions on the lawn and not wandering 

down the street. Junior Counselors played the drum, cymbals and gong. Wow! Were we good!  We finished the 

afternoon with cake, ice cream and watermelon. Greg's Mom brought homemade tamales. Other parents brought cookies 

and candy. Our masterpieces of calligraphy style art were on display in the windows. We took those home when we were 

finished. We were really sad that Camp ended so soon! 

More fun pictures from Camp 

 
On one afternoon, each junior Councelor 

read one Chinese traditional story. Derek 

read us one about a monster. Boom! 

 
You can't imagine how hard it is to 

scratch your ear with your foot 

while wearing a lion's head! 

 

 
During recess this year we didn't use 

the playground equipment as much as 

usual. Instead, we played table tennis 

or practiced drums, cymbals and 

gong. Some talented campers played 

the organ and the pianos.  
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PRINCE MEMORIAL GREENWAY 

DRAGON HEADS 

 

     About a year ago it was brought to our attention that there 

was a beautiful mural of two dragons under the freeway along 

the Prince Memorial Greenway. Due to graffiti, the heads 

were removed and the necks were bent into the ground as if 

their heads were buries. As advocates for Asian culture and 

the respect of iconic cultural symbols, RECA stepped into the 

arena and asked the Santa Rosa City Arts In Public Places to 

return the heads to the dragons.  

     At first, they said that the graffiti problem was too 

expensive to repair and too offensive to leave. Someone was 

gouging out the eyes and defacing the heads of the dragon and 

demolished the tiles with the artist's name. The artist, Mario 

Uribe, agreed to leave his name off to reduce the graffiti. He 

then, with the aid of the art organization, ArtStart, redesigned 

the dragons to bury their heads, thus reducing the graffiti.  

     RECA said this would not do. It is the same as depicting an 

American bald eagle without a head and saying, "That's ok, its 

head is in the clouds."  They saw our point. They had not 

thought that in solving one problem, they had created another, 

for which they sincerely apologized. After some meetings 

regarding funding and design preferences, a dragon head 

designed by Mario Uribe was agreed upon.  

     On July 27, Nancy Wang and Judy Cheung went to meet 

Mario Uribe and city representative, Tara Thompson, at the 

dragon site. Mario was just finishing the tiles for the neck on 

the east side. His assistants were working on the west side. 

They had recreated the exact tones of the hand made glazes for 

the tiles. The re-tiling was nearly complete, and looked 

excellent.  

     The next step was to install the heads at about 7 and 9 feet 

above the walkway so that they look like they are an extension 

of the mosaic dragon. Everyone is fairly certain that at those 

heights, no one will bring a ladder to climb up and deface the 

dragons again. Also, being made of plate steel, they can not be 

easily chipped.  We all have high hopes that this will be an 

excellent, successful solution to the headless dragon vs graffiti 

dilemma.  

     RECA will be actively involved in the re-dedication 

ceremonies hopefully to be held in late September. When we 

have the time and date, we will let you know. We will have at 

least one RECA dragon to perform. We don't know yet what 

else the city will have planned. 

     If you would like to visit the dragon, you can park on the 

south side of the Santa Rosa Plaza, near Sears Tire Repair. 

There is a set of steps from A Street down to about 100 yards 

to the dragon. The 200 foot dragon itself undulates along the 

path under the freeway. 

     The dragon is the most well known and well loved of all 

Chinese cultural symbols. For thousands of years, it has been 

considered a symbol of the emperor, guardian of their 

territory, bringer of rains, controller of floods and powerful 

symbol of good luck. What could be happier than a dragon at 

rest in its lair beside a beautiful creek, with many happy 

people visiting and admiring.         

 
Earlier this year, Judy and others went to visit the mosaic 

dragon mural. Here is the ends where the dragon's head 

disappears into the ground. Since the heads were removed, 

there has been almost no defacing of the dragon. A little 

spray paint occasionally is washed off with no permanent 

damage.  RECA and others felt this decapitation of an 

iconic cultural symbol was not appropriate. This was the 

west side of the dragon. 

 
Artist Mario Uribe stops work to talk to Nancy on July 27. 

With only a few tiles to go for the mosaic repair on the east 

side, we can see what a good job he did in matching the 

colors of the dragon.  On this end, the dragon's neck went 

into the stone wall. Like on the west side, there was no 

head.  When completed the heads made of plate steel will 

sit on top, above the usual graffiti level. The heads are 

carefully made to match the color and configuration of this 

mosaic work of art.  

 
Thursday, August 4, 10:30 a.m., the dragon heads were 

installed. Nancy Wang and Jeff King from the Press 

Democrat admire the work. August 5 the supporting ropes 

will be removed and the joint between mosaics and steel 

plates will be filled in and painted into two seamlessly  

re-headed dragons. Thank you Mario Uribe and Santa 

Rosa's Art in Public Places, and Santa Rosa Parks and Rec. 

Later, RECA plans to add a plaque describing how the 

dragon is good luck. 
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

FREE CITIZENSHIP CLASSES 

 

Catholic Charities is offering free English citizenship 

classes at various locations in Sonoma County beginning in 

August. 

 

Santa Rosa: August 11, Thursday, Catholic Charities main 

office, 987 Airway Court. 

Aug. 24, Wednesday, Cook Middle School, 2480 

Sebastopol Road. 

 

Windsor: August 23, Tuesday, Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Church, 8400 Old Redwood Hwy. 

 

Sonoma: Aug. 22, Monday, St. Francis Solano Church. 

 

Cloverdale: Aug. 22, Monday, Citrus Fairgrounds, 1 Citrus 

Fair Drive. 

 

Each individual class meets from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  

The classes are designed for people who have applied or are 

planning to apply to become U.S. citizens.  Class content 

will include lessons on U.S. history and civics questions, 

practice for the interview with the United States Citizenship 

& Immigration Services (USCIS), and helping students 

improve their English skills. To reserve a space and for 

more information, call Mary Lowe at (707) 528-8712. 

 

RECA FUNDRAISER 

AT MONTGOMERY VILLAGE 

By Ann Schleeter 

 

For the last few years RECA has served wine, beer, and 

water at one of the Montgomery Village summer concerts 

as a second fundraiser for our organization.  This is an 

awesome opportunity for our organization to fundraise and 

receive increased community awareness.  This year 

Montgomery Village has offered us the beverage booth 

assignment on Sunday, August 7th at their Village Terrace 

location (Montgomery Village Shopping Center across 

from Cattlemens).  Mixed Nuts is the band and the concert 

is from 1 pm until 4 pm.  Please come and support RECA 

by purchasing a beverage or two.  You must be 21 years or 

older to purchase alcohol although we do sell bottled water 

to anyone.  Then please stay for the great music and FUN, 

FUN, FUN! 

 

By the time you receive this newsletter, the event might be 

over. If so, we hope you came by and had a good time. If 

you receive this before August 7, be sure to stop by and say 

"Hi."  
 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS: 
St. Joseph Heritage Healthcare 

(Annadel Medical Group) 

Long Family Foundation 

River Rock Casino, Lagunitas Brewing Company,  

JJ Custom Wines, Domaine St. George Winery,  

G&G Supermarket, Clover Stornetta, Asia Mart, 

Mike & Sandy Sullivan, Alan & Suning Morris,  

Dave & Ann Schleeter, Annie Wang, Liu Hai      
 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

 
 

You may have a business card size paid advertisement for 4 

issues of RECA Newsletter. Send $50 and your copy ready 

ad to RECA, PO box 7854, Santa Rosa, CA 95407. 
 

FOCUS ON A SPONSOR: G&G MARKETS 

    RECA would like to take a little time and space to 

especially thank G&G Markets for all of the long-time 

support they have given over many years. We appreciate 

their family support and generous donations.  As long time 

members of RECA, they have donated barbequed chicken 

for our Annual Picnic for many years. Recently, RECA has 

replaced our picnic with the Moon Festival. G&G Market 

continues to donate chicken for everyone each year.  

     G&G Markets also donates all of the oranges for each 

Chinese New Year Celebration and fundraisers. These 

oranges are not only good to eat, but contribute to the 

decorative festiveness of the tables as you walk in. 

     Each year, G&G pays the RECA Lion Team to give a 

New Year's Celebration performance at each of their two 

stores. A Saturday is chosen. Lion Dancers leave our 

Language School early to perform at G&G in Santa Rosa, 

usually at Noon. We then travel to Petaluma where G&G 

feeds the entire entourage of lion dancers, drummers, 

chaperones, escorts, photographers, drivers, etc. a 

sumptuous lunch upstairs in their non-public area. With our 

tummies full, we then perform for the Petaluma G&G.  

     We hope that you will all visit G&G Markets frequently. 

The Santa Rosa store is at 1211 College Ave., Santa Rosa, 

95401. The Petaluma store is at 701 Sonoma Mountain 

Parkway, Petaluma, CA 94954. 

     Thank you Bob Gong, TeeJay Lowe, Connie Peterson 

and the whole family. 
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  RECA Chinese Language Class and Activity Enrollment Form 

Please use a separate form for each student's enrollment.  Please make checks payable to RECA CHINESE  SCHOOL, 

then send to RECA School, PO Box 7854, Santa Rosa, CA 95407                        Today's Date:___________________ 

 

Name of student: _________________________________________Age: ______ Birth date: _________________ 

 

Address:   ______________________________________________  City_____________________ Zip: _____________ 

 

Telephone: ____________________________  Alternate phone during class time_____________________________  

 

Parent’s or guardian’s name (if under 18): ______________________________e-mail ________________________ 

CLASS and ACTIVITY PREFERENCE  

Beginning Mandarin (5-10 yrs old) Saturday 9:00-11:30   

Continuing Mandarin for children: Saturday 9:00-11:30     

 Intermediate  Mandarin for children and teens who have the basics and want to improve Saturday 9:00-11:30 

 Adult and older teen class for all levels. Focuses in functional abilities, Saturday 9:00-11:30 
 Children’s Chinese Culture Camp.  Camp is one week during the summer, dates TBA.  5-10 years old 

 Cultural Dance program      Adult Chorus      Youth Group     Other ____________________ 
 

  ____I agree to photo clearance. Many official and unofficial photos are taken during RECA activities. I agree that 

photos of me and my family, while participating in RECA activities and events, may be taken, used, published and 

displayed.  ___I do not agree.  

WAIVER OF LIABILITY 

In consideration of the acceptance of my application for the REDWOOD EMPIRE CHINESE ASSOCIATION Chinese 

School, I do hereby for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, waive, release and forever discharge any and all 

rights and claims for damages which I may have or which may hereafter accrue to me against the RECA Chinese School 

or their responsible officers, directors, agents, representatives, successors, and/or assigns for any and all damages which 

may be sustained and suffered by me in connection with my said / or arising out of my traveling to, participating in and 

returning from said activities. 

Signature: ________________________________Parent or guardian signature: _________________________________ 

Required for adult students (over 18)    Required for students under age 18 




EMERGENCY INSTRUCTIONS 

Required for children under 18, optional for adults 

 

Parent/ Guardian: __________________________________  Telephone if different from above: ____________________ 

Alternate name to call in emergency: ___________________________________ Relationship: _____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________Phone: _____________________ 

Does this student have any physical ailments (such as diabetes, allergies, asthma, etc.) or does this student take medication 

during class time (Saturday 9:00-12:00 a.m.)   

If yes, describe 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of last tetanus immunization: ______________________ 

Doctor: _______________________________________ Phone: _________________________________________ 

MEDICAL TREATMENT AUTHORIZATION (Required for children under 18, optional for adults) 

I, hereby, give permission to RECA to obtain the services of a physician to provide prompt emergency medical treatment 

for  

(student) ______________________________ should the need arise. 

Medical insurance carrier:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Medical insurance number: ____________________________________ 

Other instructions: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/guardian signature: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 Required for children under 18 

JHC: 11/15                                                                            -9- 
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RECA MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Membership dues are $20 per person (adult) or $30 per couple for January to December each year. 

     Or $100 for an individual life membership for 55 years and older. 

Please make your check payable to Redwood Empire Chinese Association and send it with this form to: 

Redwood Empire Chinese Association, P.O. Box 7854, Santa Rosa, CA  95407. 

 

Name ____________________________________________   Occupation  __________________________________ 

Spouse's Name ____________________________________    Occupation  __________________________________ 

Email:   ____________________________________________ 

Address  ____________________________________________________________ Zip:  _______________________ 

Best Telephone  _______________________________________ Alternate phone: _____________________________ 

Children's Names and Ages  ________________________________________________________________________ 

  ____I agree to photo clearance. Many official and unofficial photos are taken during RECA activities. I agree that 

photos of me and my family, while participating in RECA activities and events, may be taken, used, published and 

displayed.  ___I do not agree.  
 

(JHC 5-16) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                  

                
 

        Summer, 2016 

 

Information for RECA Moon Festival 

    and Multi-Asian Pot Luck Dinner 
 

Children's Chinese Culture Camp Photos 

Language class enrollment form 

 

See all of the photos  

enlarged and in color on our 

website www.recacenter.org 
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