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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Nancy Wang 

Dear Members, 
     The old year is out and the new year is in. If the beginning of 2014 (or 4712 by the traditional 
Chinese calendar) is any indication, this will be another fabulously active and successful year.  
     We began our Chinese New Year Celebrations with numerous community performances and 
presentations during the months of January and February. New Year formalities began with our usual 
Traditional New Year pot luck lunch with ceremonies led by Phi Phi Dang. We finished the Chinese 
New Year season with our own Chinese New Year Celebration and Fundraiser, once again filling the 
Santa Rosa Vets Memorial Building.  
     It makes me so proud to see RECA continuing to be invited to present programs even though New 
Years focus is over. In April, we had our cultural dancers, lion dancers, adult chorus and senior tai 
chi class give a cultural presentation for Quarryhill Oriental Botanical Garden’s Earth Day 
Celebration. During the time this newsletter is being finalized, we also will have performed for Santa 
Rosa Junior College’s Day Under the Oaks. This year, we will not be entering the Rose Parade 
because I, Nancy, will be out of town and we do not have enough available people for our dragons, 
lions, cultural dancers and vehicles. Most of our performers are in the parade with their schools or 
other community organizations.  
     Our scholarship committee has chosen the scholarship winners for 2014. Junior Lion Dance 
practice began at the Wu Academy the beginning of May.  School is beginning to wind down for 
summer vacation; but we are still getting new students every month. In mid July, my fifth grandchild 
is due to be born (Kevin’s first.) Children’s Chinese Culture Camp will be held July 21-25. August 9, 
we will host the 14th Annual Multi-Cultural Poetry Reading and Pot Luck Lunch. If there is a China 
Camp Heritage Day Celebration at the end of August, we will participate in that. Despite summer 
vacation, we will be very, very busy.  
     As always, I want to say thank you a thousand times over to everyone who helps RECA be as 
successful as it is. With everyone working together, we have become an organization that is welcome 
throughout the community. Thank you, thank you, thank you. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 
    
May 21May 21May 21May 21: Board Meeting 7:00 : Board Meeting 7:00 : Board Meeting 7:00 : Board Meeting 7:00 PM PM PM PM at our Center. All members welcome.at our Center. All members welcome.at our Center. All members welcome.at our Center. All members welcome.    
June 18: Board    Meeting 7:00 PM at our Center. All members welcome. 

July 16July 16July 16July 16: Board Meeting 7:00 PM at our Center. All members welcome.: Board Meeting 7:00 PM at our Center. All members welcome.: Board Meeting 7:00 PM at our Center. All members welcome.: Board Meeting 7:00 PM at our Center. All members welcome.    
July 21-25: Children’s Chinese Culture Camp for kids 5-12, 9:00-3:00, volunteers welcome 

August 9August 9August 9August 9: Multi: Multi: Multi: Multi----Cultural Poetry Reading and Pot Luck Lunch, NoonCultural Poetry Reading and Pot Luck Lunch, NoonCultural Poetry Reading and Pot Luck Lunch, NoonCultural Poetry Reading and Pot Luck Lunch, Noon----4:004:004:004:00    
August 20: Board Meeting 7:00 PM at our Center. All members welcome. 

    

Come and join these groups that meet Come and join these groups that meet Come and join these groups that meet Come and join these groups that meet regularlyregularlyregularlyregularly    at our Centerat our Centerat our Centerat our Center::::    
Every Tuesday, 7:00-9:00 p.m.: Adult Chorus for social, singing and fun 

First Friday of every Month, 6:00-8:30 p.m.: RECA Youth Group for Jr. Hi and older 
 

Also, Seniors Tai Chi each Saturday, 8:30 a.m. with David Chung at Snoopy’s Ice Arena 
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RECA LANGUAGE CLASSES 
By Judy Hardin Cheung 

     Classes continue to be large and enthusiastic. School is 
winding down, but new students are calling every month to ask 
about taking classes.  
     Our Children’s Chinese Culture Camp is being planned for 
July 21-25, from 9:00 to 3:00 each day at our Center. All kids 
from 5-12 are welcome to enroll. Fun events for each morning 
include Tai Chi,  language classes, prepare your own lunch of 
fried rice, fried noodles, wontons, pot stickers and green onion 
pancakes (yes, they are delicious!) Each day a different Chinese 
lunch is prepared by the campers. In the afternoon, we have arts 
and crafts, cultural activities, story time, video of the Chinese 
classic Monkey King, and many other fun activities. Enrollment 
forms can be found on page 9 and on our website, 
www.recacenter.org.  Please sign up soon. We have to limit the 
enrollment to 20 campers. Each year we fill up fast. 
     We ask students for September language classes to pre-enroll 
so we can better plan the curriculum and have the correct books 
on hand. When we have to guess about who is coming, we do 
not always have the correct materials.  When we know you or 
your kids are coming, then we can be properly prepared. If you 
are enrolling for both camp and school, please use separate 
forms. Thanks 
 

 
You never know what will happen with RECA! While Raymond 
and Ione help clean up recess refreshments, Nancy had to brush 
our lion’s teeth. One of the teachers found a colony of bugs in 
the lion’s mouth, so Nancy, as President, got the honors while 
everyone else had recess. Thank you Nancy. 
     Thank you Raymond and Ione for helping with our school 
refreshments and with the younger kids.  

RECA YOUTH GROUP 

By Ruth Hickman 
     RECA Youth Group Welcomed  Josie Lee 
On March 7, RECA member Josie Lee was the 
guest speaker for the RECA Youth Group. She 
has been a volunteer for Quarryhill Botanical 
Garden for many years. All who attended were 
impressed by Ms. Lee's love of gardening and 
knowledge of Chinese horticulture. Quarryhill is 
on the forefront of preserving the vast numbers 
of threatened species of Asian flora and it is a 
special privilege to have this unique garden right 
here in Sonoma County. 
     Ruth Hickman followed Ms. Lee by 
introducing the concepts of Japanese Ikebana. 
Several interesting containers, flowers and 
materials were available to try out these new 
techniques. Everyone left with their 
own beautiful creations. 

NAMI: National Alliance on Mental Illness 

and the RECA Youth Group 

In April 4, three presenters from the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness shared their 
experience and passion for those suffering with 
common mental health changes. They 
encouraged open discussion of real life situations 
in the world of our teens. The importance of 
being an accepting and understanding friend was 
reinforced with a multimedia presentation. 
Although mental illness can happen to anybody, 
we left with optimism that there are healthy ways 
to minimize the effects. The youth and staff 
appreciated the generous supper NAMI provided 
for this event. NAMI locally can be contacted by 
calling 707.527.6655 or their teen support 
website at: www.strengthofus.org. 
 

For the third year, NAMI has given a 
presentation to our teens. We had a lively 
discussion on what is mental illness, how can I 
tell the difference between feeling bad and being 
mentally ill, how can I get help for myself or for 
friends, when and how should I intervene if I 
know someone is having trouble. 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING 

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Every Tuesday Night:  
7-9 p.m. RECA Adult Chorus 
meets at our Center. For more 
info, please call David Chung,  
707-340-6045 
Every Saturday 8:30 a.m., 
Seniors Tai Chi at Snoopy’s 
Ice Arena with David Chung 
Most 1

st
 Fridays, 6:00-8:30 

Youth Group for Jr. & Sr. High 
kids. Call Ruth & Bob 
Hickman 707-537-8820 
Jr. Lion Team: Saturdays 
starting May 3, 4:30-5:30  
Wu Academy on Mendocino 
Ave. Kids 8-teens learn basic 
lion dance moves plus drums, 
cymbals, gong. 
May 31: Last day of Language 
Classes. 
June 6: Youth Group Meeting 
6:00-8:30 at our Center 
June 8: Filipino Fiesta, 
Filipino Center, Fulton Road, 
Fulton. RECA Lions perform 
at 1:00. 
June 28: Montgomery Village 
Fundraiser. Info TBA 
July 4: Youth Group BBQ at 
Judy Cheung’s house to watch 
fireworks from the fairgrounds. 
July 21-25: Children’s 
Chinese Culture Camp at our 
Center, 9:00-3:00, ages 5-12. 
August 9: Multi-Cultural 
Poetry Reading and    Pot Luck 
Lunch, 12:00-4:00 at RECA 
Multi-Asian Pot Luck TBA 
August 23: China Camp State 
Park Heritage Day. Info TBA. 
September 6: First day of 
RECA Language Classes, 
RECA Center, 9:00-11:30 each 
Saturday 
September 6: RECA August 
Moon Festival. Evening, 
RECA Center. Details TBA. 
Check email for updates of 

more events and activities. 

     If you are not receiving RECA email announcements and are a member of RECA, please send your name and email 
address to Mark Heydon at  mheydon@sonic.net . He will add you to our email list. 
     RECA has many activities and events with a wide base of interests. Many of these are not arranged or discovered until 
after the newsletter is published. To be informed of all of our great opportunities, please be sure Mark has your email. 
If you have photos or would like to write a story for our newsletter, please send your submissions to Judy Cheung at 
jhcheung@comcast.net.  Please label the email “RECA NL” so Judy will be sure to copy it to the correct file for printing. 
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TRADITIONAL CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION 
     The first quarter of this year began with a variety of 
programs celebrating Chinese New Year. We have our 
Traditional Chinese New Year Celebration at our Center with a 
pot luck lunch after school, and the opportunity to participate in 
traditional Chinese way with bowing, incense, special foods 
and flowers, all symbolic of giving thanks and asking for a 
harmonious life. 

 
Before Traditional Chinese New Year, RECA Language School 
students worked on their posters for our Chinese New Year 
Celebration and Fundraiser, Year of the Horse. 

 
Phi Phi Dang shows everyone how to fold special paper to be burned 
with a blessing for those who have already passed.  

 
Everyone is encouraged to help set up to better learn the symbolism: 
bamboo for plentifulness, round fruit for universality, whole chicken 
and duck for completeness, flowering quince for rebirth. 

 
In addition to the serious aspect of a Traditional Chinese New Year 
Celebration, there was time for kids and teens to play, adults to chat, 
and, of course, lots of food inside for a glorious pot luck lunch on a 
magnificent afternoon on February 1, 2014. 
 

COMMUNITY PERFORMANCES AND PRESENTATIONS 

     In addition to Traditional Chinese New Year 
Celebration, we perform throughout the community with 
lion performances, school presentations, chorus 
programs, and dance programs. This is the busiest time 
for RECA to bring the concepts of Chinese culture to 
the Sonoma County public with personal contact, 
questions and answers, and memorable performances. 

Photo by Lin Howard 

 
RECA Cultural and Lion Dancers performed in our 
community, including for Actor’s Theater for Children at 
Steele Lane Recreation Center. 

 

Our lions performed outside 
for the French American 
School where some of our 
young language students 
attend. They fed us a 
wonderful lunch, and then 
we went to Cardinal 
Newman for another 
performance that afternoon. 

 
 
Nancy gave calligraphy 
demonstrations, usually with 
samples for people to take 
home with them. Here, she is 
showing how to write 
“horse” for the Year of the 
Horse at Rancho Cotati High 
School. 

 

 
River Rock Casino is one of our favorite venues. The patrons 
especially like the good luck lions, and flock to the God of 
Good Fortune who River Rock provides with red envelopes 
each with $1. After the performances, we get to eat buffet 
dinner on the balcony overlooking Alexander Valley. 
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RECA ANNUAL CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION AND FUNDRAISER 
     Each year, RECA has a Chinese New Year Celebration and Fundraiser that fills the Santa Rosa Vets Memorial 
building. The main hall is crowded, the smaller dining room is full of performers and the halls are bustling with Lions and 
Dragons and Dancers, Oh My!  . This event is our primary financial income for the year. This event is RECA’s primary 
source of income for the entire year. We thank everyone who came, participated, enjoyed and supported RECA. 

 
Preparations begin in September. On the day of our 
event, we begin about 8:30 to have the truck ready to 
load about noon. 

 
We begin setting up the hall about 
2:00, hoping to be ready for guests 
when our doors open at 5:00. 
Thank you for everyone who helps, 
especially the high school kids 
who work for community credit. 

 
We welcome helpers of all ages. Mom 
reaches high with a sign, KaiKai has 
the tape ready while Charlie 
supervises. 

 
It takes a composite photo taken from the stage to give an idea of how many people enjoyed our Chinese New Year Celebration. 

 
In the lobby, everyone was greeted by the ticket 
takers and the Mandarin princesses. Everyone 
received an identification bracelet for dinner. 

 
Richard and Natica Angilly of 
Richmond, pose with the God of 
Good Fortune and two princesses. 
Richard and Natica donated our 
princess’s headpieces. 

 
Henry Kaku with helpers have our origami 
table for self-made souvenirs. As always, his 
table was always full. 

 

Shoebox raffle: Choose your prize. 
 

Children’s authors Oliver Chin and Camille 
Picot are always very popular with all ages. 

 

 

    

Our free tea 
cart was 
busy. Behind 
are posters 
made by 
RECA 
language 
school 
students 

 

 

     

People are always our biggest attraction and enjoyment! 
Event Sponsors: River Rock Casino, Lagunitas Brewing Company, JJ Custom Wines, Domaine St. George Winery, Vintage Wine Estates. 
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RECA CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION AND FUND RAISER 

 

Food was abundant, served cafeteria style. 

 

 
Performers ate early in the small dining room. 

 

In the main hall, everyone seemed to enjoy 
the catered dinner. 
 
 

 
Ann Schleeter is our 
Member of the Year. 

 

 

Vice Mayor Robin Swinth 
presented the Mayor’s 
Proclamation. 

 

Our 250 foot dragon opened the program along with our smaller dragon. 
Both entertained the audience by running through the aisles to the loud beat 
of drums, cymbals and gong. 

 

 
Our little dragon, led by Derek and 
Alex Baldi, is as much of a crowd 
pleaser as our big dragon. Together, 
they are quite spectacular! 

 

 
Lots of lions, both on stage and off 
kept our audience entertained with 
their antics. 

 

 
Sometimes we forget to give kudos to 
our lion drummers. Without them, the 
lions and dragons would not be so 
exciting. 

 
Chloe, like 
all of our 
performers, 
performed 
like a pro. 
 

 
Using the hallways for backstage, more 
than 50 performers, had opportunities for 
photos, both posed and candid. Our cultural 
dancers wait to go on stage. 

 

 
Miles, who is fluent 
in Chinese but wants 
to learn to read and 
write, recites a solo. 

 
Young students from the RECA Language School sing and 
dance with horse headbands they made during class. They are 
assisted by Caroline (C), and Jesming (R). Jesming has been 
very active in RECA for about a year and a half. She helped 
with this performance, is TA and sub for Shirley Li’s class, 
and helps with events. She was just granted a scholarship 
from RECA this year to help with her education at Rutgers 
next year. 
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RECA CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION AND FUND RAISER 

 
Our RECA Chorus sang magnificently, as always. 

 

 

 
Youthful, exuberant, joyful—our Young Cultural 
Dancers were a highlight of the show. 
 

 

 
Catherine Liang played classical 
Chinese music on the grand piano. 

 
Rita Hu played the hulusi wind 
instrument in a duet with Tina Lin’s 
Guzheng, a string instrument. 
 

 
Wu Academy, run by Justin Eggert, performed their 
breathtaking martial arts. Justin is a past student of 
our RECA Language School. He studied with Master 
Li Shu Dong, and in China. Today, he is fluent in 
Chinese, qualified to judge martial arts in the 
Olympics, is married and expecting his first child. 

The Mongolian Handkerchief Dance is 
one of the Young Cultural Dancer’s 
most popular numbers.  

 
Too fast for the camera to catch without 
motion blur, our new ribbon dancers are 
showing they are already experts. 

 
Maya and Ellen are our new ribbon 
dancers with some awesome moves.  
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NOTES ON A FEW ADDITIONAL RECA ACTIVITIES 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

RECA’s scholarship committee has reviewed the applicants 
and held interviews. We selected four high school seniors 
who will receive $500 each. We have one RECA 
scholarship, one donated by the Lok Family and two donated 
by the Lowe Family Foundation. One recipient is RECA’s 
Jesming Liu. Originally from China, she is studying at 
Cardinal Newman High School and plans to attend Rutgers 
University. She also volunteers as assistant and substitute for 
Shirley Li’s advanced Mandarin class at the RECA 
Language School and helps out as support staff, especially 
photographer, at community performances. The other three 
recipients are from the community. 

SENIORS TAI CHI 

 
Photo by David Chung 

Each Saturday at 8:30 a.m., David Chung leads a class in 
Senior’s Tai Chi at Snoopy’s Ice Arena. In this wonderful 
upstairs studio, seniors meet to learn the forms for health, 
relaxation, enjoyment and performance. Recently they 
performed at Quarryhill Oriental Botanical Gardens, along 
with other RECA performers. Please look for their photos in 
the next issue of our newsletter. In the meantime, please join 
them on Saturday morning. 

MIDORI CONCERT 

RECA was pleased to have a large group of members go to 
the Midori Concert in the Green Music Center of Sonoma 
State University. This concert was with the Santa Rosa 
Youth Symphony and their mentors from the Santa Rosa 
Symphony. What a thrill to hear such beautiful music played 
by musicians of all ages. Of course, Midori was fabulous! 

JJ WINERY RECEPTION 

 
On March 17, RECA attended a reception at JJ Winery on 
Old Redwood Highway just north of Santa Rosa. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS: 

PEARL SPONSORS: 
NAMI-National Alliance on Mental Illness,  

JADE SPONSORS: 
St. Joseph Heritage Healthcare (Annadel Medical Group) 

Long Family Foundation 
CRYSTAL SPONSORS 

Michael & Kris Lee, Dr. & Mrs. Michael Yang, Mr. 
David Harris & Mrs. Alicia Wray, Norman & Karen 

Hardin, George & Joan Louie, Brian & Cindy Avenell 
 

************** 
 

 

Thank you to our paid advertisers. RECA offers the 
opportunity for your paid advertising to help support the RECA 
Newsletter and other RECA endeavors. For $50 a year, you 
may have a business card sized, copy ready ad published for 
one year (4 issues.) To submit your ad, please make the check 
out to RECA and send it to RECA P.O. Box 7854, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95407. 

SENIOR APPRECIATION DAY 

  

Senior Appreciation day was held at Super Buffet on 
Mendocino Ave. on April 12. RECA seniors had lots of 
fun, good food and raffle prizes. 

 

BOARD APPRECIATION DINNER 

March 19, our board meeting was held at Toyo 
Restaurant for the annual Board Appreciation Dinner. 
Everyone felt very appreciated while we did our business 
after a very enjoyable meal. If you haven’t been to 
Toyo’s please try it. The food is great and the service was 
excellent. 

 

IKEBANA AT THE YOUTH GROUP 
Photo by Lin Howard 

 
Between performances, the 
Youth Group had an ikebana 
demonstration presented by 
Ruth Hickman 
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RECA Chinese Language Class and Activity Enrollment Form 
Please use a separate form for each student enrolling 

Please make checks payable to RECA CHINESE  SCHOOL, send to RECA School, PO Box 7854, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
 

Name of student: ________________________________________________________Age: ______ Birth date: _________________ 
 
Address:   ________________________________________________________  City_____________________ Zip: _____________ 
 
Telephone: __________________________________  Alternate phone during class time____________________________________  
 
Parent’s or guardian’s name (if under 18): _____________________________________e-mail _______________________________ 

 

CLASS and ACTIVITY PREFERENCE  

Beginning Mandarin (5-10 yrs old) Saturday 9:00-11:30   
Continuing Mandarin for children: Saturday 9:00-11:30     
 Intermediate  Mandarin for children and teens who have the basics and want to improve Saturday 9:00-11:30 
 Adult and older teen class for all levels. Focuses in functional abilities, Saturday 9:00-11:30 
 Children’s Chinese Culture Camp.  Camp is one week during the summer, dates TBA.  for children 5-10 years old 
 Cultural Dance program      Adult Chorus      Youth Group     Other ____________________ 
 

  ____I agree to photo clearance. Many official and unofficial photos are taken during RECA activities. I agree that photos of me and 
my family, while participating in RECA activities and events, may be taken, used, published and displayed.  ___I do not agree.  

WAIVER OF LIABILITY 
In consideration of the acceptance of my application for the REDWOOD EMPIRE CHINESE ASSOCIATION Chinese School, I do hereby for 
myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, waive, release and forever discharge any and all rights and claims for damages which I may have or 
which may hereafter accrue to me against the RECA Chinese School or their responsible officers, directors, agents, representatives, successors, 
and/or assigns for any and all damages which may be sustained and suffered by me in connection with my said / or arising out of my traveling to, 
participating in and returning from said activities. 

 
Signature: _______________________________________Parent or guardian signature: ___________________________________ 
Required for adult students (over 18)    Required for students under age 18 

�☺� �☺� �☺� �☺� �☺� �☺� �☺� �☺�  �☺� �☺� 

EMERGENCY INSTRUCTIONS 
Required for children under 18, optional for adults 

 
Parent/ Guardian: __________________________________________  Telephone if different from above: ______________________ 
 
Alternate name to call in emergency: _________________________________________ Relationship: ________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________Phone: _______________________ 
 
Does this student have any physical ailments (such as diabetes, allergies, asthma, etc.) or does this student take medication during 
class time (Saturday 9:00-12:00 a.m.)   
If yes, describe ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of last tetanus immunization: ______________________ 
 
Doctor: _____________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________________ 

MEDICAL TREATMENT AUTHORIZATION 
Required for children under 18, optional for adults 

I, hereby, give permission to RECA to obtain the services of a physician to provide prompt emergency medical treatment for  
(student) ______________________________ should the need arise. 
 
Medical insurance carrier:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Medical insurance number: ____________________________________ 
 
Other instructions: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/guardian signature: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Required for children under 18 
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RECA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Membership dues are $20 per person (adult) or $30 per couple for January to December each year. 
     Or $100 for an individual life membership for 55 years and older. 
Please make your check payable to Redwood Empire Chinese Association and send it with this form to: 
Redwood Empire Chinese Association, P.O. Box 7854, Santa Rosa, CA  95407. 
 

Name ____________________________________________   Occupation  __________________________________ 

Work Telephone ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________ 

Spouse's Name ____________________________________    Occupation  __________________________________ 

Work Telephone ______________________________  Email:   ____________________________________________ 

Children's Names and Ages  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________  Home Telephone  _______________________ 

             _________________________________________Zip ____________   Cell Phone ______________________ 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

 
Spring  2014 
 

 

See all of the photos  
enlarged and in color on our 
Web site www.recacenter.org  
   


