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OMy Chinese name is Xuan,Farget-All-Sorrowt is also
Chinese follily of a dg O notes Belléang. OIf life spans a
mere dg why spend it in worry?0O Indeed, the autho
illustrator ofHannah Is My Nameecallsa seeminglyworry-
free childhad in Taiwan and Japan, where she @tkd and
fiddled around with words and discovered they were her
life.O

Now an author and painteBelleYang has developed a remarkable style that draws
on her rich cultural background, influenced not only by childdanemories of

Taiwan and Japan and her experience of immigrating to the United States at age
seven, but also by her studies in Scotland and China. It was Beigd

homecoming from China to the U.S. after tiégananmen Massacre that precipitated

a new dedication to her art. Ol returned with gratitude in my heart for the freedom of
expression given me in America,O she says. Ol returned convinced that | would firm
grasp this gift with both hands.O And since officially becoming an artist Osometime
the early nineties,O BeMandd work has consistently garnered widespread acclaim
for its vividness and authentigitNotes AmyTan, author ofThe Joy Luck Club,
OBellerang is an American writer who writes in English and thinks in Chinese. Her
writing feels Chinese. . . . It is as though we, the readers of English, can now

miraculously read Chinese.O

Belle Yang® latest book perfectly captures the essence of this Chinese-American

fusion.Hannah Is My Namie an immigrant story especially close to the auhor

own: ®lannah Is My Namie based on our first years in San Francisco,O she says. Olf

missed my old friends and teachaut it was not a miserable yearning. It was a great
privilege to come to the United States, and we didook back.O Like the autho

Hannah and her family move froffaiwan to San Francisco, where she takes a new
name, begins a hew school, learns a new language, and starts to adjust to a new wa
of life. llluminated by Chinese-influenced paintings in jewel-like colors, Bédieg®

immigration tale represents one of the many facets of the American dream.

Belle Yang has written and illustrated four books and has participated in solo museur

shows. She lives in California.
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